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KIAWAH ISLAND FUN FACTS 
 

SIZE     10,000 acres, over ten miles in length, 1.5 miles at its widest point. 
 

MARSHES, LAKES About 45 miles of highland edge overlook lakes, marsh, freshwater estuaries and the Kiawah 

River, which connects with the Stono River and the Intercoastal Waterway. 
 

VEGETATION  A maritime forest dominated by oaks, palmetto, and pines...hickories, sweet gum, and magnolia 

in the sub canopy...red bay, sassafras, wax myrtle, and yaupon holly in the lower under story...sea 

oats along the dune areas. 
 

 

BIRDS     More than 140 species of birds, including osprey, sea gulls, terns, heron, hawks, egrets, owls, and 

our own nest of American Bald Eagles! 
 

CLIMATE    Spring and summer midday temperatures in the 80s and 90s ... Fall temperatures in the 80s, 70s, 

and 60s ... winter temperatures in the 60s, 50s, sometimes 40s and occasionally 30s. 
 

HISTORY Named for the Kiawah Indians who inhabited the island up to the 1700s ... deeded to George 

Raynor in 1699 by the Lords Proprietors ... has changed hands only four times since then ... the 

prominent Vanderhorst (pronounced “Vandrost”) family of Charleston kept the island for 180 

years before selling it to C.C. Royal of Aiken, South Carolina in 1950 for hunting and fishing ... 

the Kiawah Island Company, Ltd. bought the island from the Royal family in 1974 ... Kiawah 

Resort Associates bought the island in 1988 and is currently Kiawah’s master developer. 
 

KICA MEMBERS  Over 4,000 properties owned, including homes, lots, villas and cottages ... about 500 families 

make Kiawah their year-round home ... members from all 50 states and numerous foreign 

countries. 
 

WEST BEACH  Features the West Beach Tennis Center with 16 courts and pro shop, villa and cottage 

accommodations, group meeting facilities, the Shops at Kiawah, the Cougar Point Golf Course 

and pro shop.  
 

EAST BEACH   Features the 18-hole Turtle Point Golf Course and pro shop, the East Beach Tennis Center with 

12 courts, an automated practice court and a pro shop ... the 21-acre Night Heron Park includes a 

special play area for small children, large playing fields, picnic sites, basketball hoops, bicycle 

rental shop, recreation pavilion, and the Night Heron Nature Center. Town Center features a 

market, which includes groceries, wine and beer. Also available at the market are breakfast, 

lunch, takeout dinners and a salad bar. Newspapers, magazines, gifts and apparel are available as 

well.  The 24,000 square-foot East Beach Conference Center is also located in East Beach 

Village. The Sanctuary at Kiawah Island opened in August 2004. This grand hotel features 255 

guest rooms and suites, a luxury spa, and several dining facilities such as The Ocean Room and 

Jasmine Porch. 

WILDLIFE        18 species of mammals, including whitetail deer, raccoon, bobcat, 

opossum and squirrel ... more than 30 species of reptiles and 

amphibians including alligators and sea turtles ... SPECIAL 

NOTE: Kiawah’s efforts to protect the Atlantic Loggerhead Sea 

Turtle received national acclaim several times since 1981.  

Kiawah’s environmental protection efforts also include KICA’s 

Land & Lakes Management Advisory Committee, the Town’s 

Wildlife Committee, and the Kiawah Island Natural Habitat 

Conservancy - all operated by volunteers! These groups enhance 

and protect Kiawah’s wildlife and fish species and promote 

education, understanding and enjoyment of the natural 

environment on Kiawah. 
A female Loggerhead 

returns to the sea after 

laying her eggs. 
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REGIME MANAGEMENT 

 
Each group of villas, condominiums and cottages is collectively governed and managed by a Regime or 

Homeowners Association.  The managers of the various Regimes provide services such as bookkeeping services, 

pest control, maintenance, etc.  Most Regimes/HOAs also have their own Board of Directors. 

 

 RAVENEL ASSOCIATES ~ REGIME MANAGEMENT 

 3690 BOHICKET ROAD, SUITE 1-A 

 JOHNS ISLAND, SC  29455 

 (843) 768-9480 

 (843) 768-5047 (fax) 

 

 
General Manager      Marylin Summers (msummers@ravenelassociates.com)   

 

Cottage Owners Association    Lynn Rentz (lrentz@ravenelassociates.com) 

                    (Greenslake/Sparrow Pond)      

Courtside        Karen Martin  

Duneside I and II      Lynn Rentz  

Enclave at Turtle Beach     Karen Martin (kmartin@ravenelassociates.com)   

Fairway Oaks       Karen Martin 

Inlet Cove        Karen Martin 

   Mariners Watch       Brenda Manigault (bmanigault@ravenelassociates.com)  

Marsh Cottages       Brenda Manigault 

Night Heron       Karen Martin 

Oceanwoods       Karen Martin 

Ocean Green       Debbie Rentz (drentz@ravenelassociates.com)   

Parkside        Karen Martin 

Shipwatch        Marylin Summers 

Summer Islands       Lynn Rentz 

Tennis Club       Lynn Rentz  

Terrapin Island       Debbie Rentz (drentz@ravenelassociates.com)   

Turtle Cove I & II      Karen Martin 

Turtle Point I        David Reese (dreese@ravenelassociates.com)   

Turtle Point II       Debbie Rentz   

Village at Turtle Beach     Debbie Rentz   

Windswept I        Marylin Summers 

Windswept II       Debbie Rentz  

Windswept III       Marylin Summers 

 

 

Sybil Weekly from John Poston & Company, 305 Meeting St., Charleston, SC, 29401-2029, (843) 853-5300, fax 

(843) 853-5340, Sybil@postonco.com manages Beach Townhouses, Seascape Villas and Ocean Oaks.   

 

Don Setzer from Kiawah Resort Associates (KRA), 7 Beachwalker Drive, Kiawah Island, SC 29455, (843) 768-5203, 

fax (843) 768-9211, Don_Setzer@kiawahisland.com manages Cassique and The Settlement. 
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ISLAND RECREATION  
 
Golf:     
Seven highly rated eighteen-hole courses, five of them public and two private, await your pleasure on or near Kiawah. 
 
Cougar Point, rebuilt on the old Marsh Point golf course and designed in 1996 by Gary Player offers panoramic views 
of the Kiawah River and tidal marsh. All 18 green and tee complexes have been redesigned to offer a greater challenge 
for the seasoned golfer. Ric Ferguson is the Head Pro at Cougar Point and can be contacted at (843) 266-4021. Operated 
by Kiawah Island Golf Resort (KIGR). 
 
Turtle Point , designed by Jack Nicklaus - Selected as one of the top 75 resort courses by Golf Digest in 1988, Turtle 
Point is the site of many amateur and professional tournaments. The course is highlighted by three breathtaking ocean 
side holes and long, tight fairways. Opened in 1981, with renovations in 2000, this course is the ultimate challenge.  
Ronnie Miller is the Head Pro at Turtle Point and can be contacted at (843) 266-4058. Operated by KIGR. 
 
Osprey Point, designed by Tom Fazio - There are four natural lakes on the course and water features on 15 different 
holes. Opened in late 1988, Osprey Point is particularly noted for its natural beauty in an impressive environmental 
setting.  Jim Kelechi is the Head Pro at Osprey Point and can be contacted at (843) 266-4639. Operated by KIGR. 
 

Tennis:  
Two finely maintained tennis facilities in West and East Beach Villages are available for your enjoyment, with fully 
staffed pro shops. The East Beach facility offers video analysis for improvement of your game. Both courses are fully 
automatic, with continuous-feed ball returns. In October 2004, Tennis Magazine ranked Kiawah Island as the #1 tennis 
resort in the United States. Roy Barth is the Director of Tennis and can be contacted at (843) 768-6088.  
 
Biking:  
There are several bike rental facilities available on the island, as well as several on Johns Island, which provide delivery.  
Kiawah has 18+ miles of bike and leisure trails, winding through lush foliage around our lagoons. Bicycling is not 
permitted on the Kiawah Island Parkway, Governor's Drive, or Ocean Course Drive for your own safety. 
 
Special Programs: 
As previously mentioned, KICA’s Sandcastle Community Center provides a number of programs such as fitness, canoe 
tours, and member dinners. These programs are offered throughout the year. See pages 7-8 for a more detailed 
description. Call (843) 768-3875 or visit www.kiawah-owners.org for more information.   
 
Kiawah Island Golf Resort also offers recreational programs for all ages year-round. For more information, contact Liz 
King in Recreation at (843) 768-6001 or visit www.kiawahresort.com.  
 

 
The Ocean 
Course 

Ocean Course, designed by Pete Dye - This exceptional course was the site of the 1991 
Ryder Cup, as well as the 1997 and 2003 World Cups. Opened in 1991, this course offers 18 
challenging holes with spectacular oceanfront views. Brian Gerard is the Head Pro at the 
Ocean Course and can be contacted at (843) 266-4670. Operated by KIGR. 
 
Oak Point Course, built on the grounds of an old plantation on Haulover Creek, is KIGR’s 
Golf course located just off Kiawah, at Hope Plantation. Stephen Youngner is the Head Pro can 
be contacted at (843) 266-4100 for more information. 
 
River Course, designed by Tom Fazio - Opened in 1996, this is part of the privately owned 
Kiawah Island Club. Steve Kelleher is the Head Pro at the River Course and can be reached 
at (843) 768-5715.  
 
Cassique, designed by Tom Watson- Opened in the fall of 1999.  This is part of the privately 
owned Kiawah Island Club.  Martin Shorter is the Head Pro at Cassique Golf Course and can 
be reached at (843) 768-5752. 
 


